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things we have to say are im-
portant,” Tseng said. “The deci-
sions that the school board make
pertain to us. Everything [board
members] vote on, including
where the money goes, [im-
pacts] us. Having me and
[the other SAC member]
present and be involved is
rucial. Without [student
nent], how can [the

is vital to keeping

£ students involved

v e in district affairs,
Z Tseng said.

ClBl @i m
vy able to rep-
. resent [the

students] is
the most im-
portant part of
the  pro
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Best Buddies celebrates at holiday party

COURTESY OF SARAH JEONG

BEING BEST BUDDIES: Sophomore Carter Won and fresh-
men Kyle Phan and Evan Tallant enjoy a fun toilet paper

wrapping activity at Best Buddies club’s Fall Festival Nov. 9.

Members reflected on the
group’s impact on creating
unique student-to-student
bonds.

By Tiffany Kim
STAFF WRITER

Warrior Best Buddies club held
its annual holiday party in the 500
building afterschool Dec. 15.

At the event, over 90 students
from both the Best Buddies club
and special education classes dec-
orated sugar cookies, made min-
iature candy cane reindeers and
cut out paper snowflakes. They
also watched a holiday-themed
movie, “How the Grinch Stole
Christmas,” and participated in
the club’s annual paper snowball

fight.

To cover the celebration’s
costs, local grocery store chain
Stater Bros. donated food items,
and club members donated many
craft supplies, Meeting Coordina-
tor Simran Sandhu said.

The party was held as the club
celebrates growing student inter-
est in Best Buddies, which has
allowed more special education
“buddies” to be paired with “peer
buddies.” Compared to previ-
ous years, average member at-
tendance to monthly events has
increased by nearly 20 members,
Co-President Punit Patel said.

“It makes me happy because
our attendance is growing, and
[members of the club] are a lot
more active,” Patel said. “[Club

members and their buddies] are
truly enjoying being a part of Best
Buddies.”

Ultimately, growing interest
in Best Buddies, whose events
are also open to non-members,
has allowed students who other-
wise cannot interact with special
education students to form unique
emotional connections, Sandhu
said.

“[The club has been] a platform
for people to make friends and get
out of their comfort zone,” Sand-
hu said. “Students have seen how
important the bond of friendship
is and [the importance of having]
someone to be there for you, to
laugh with, to hang out with, to
cry with and to talk to. I think it’s
beautiful.”

OPINION

Get our take on the vigor-
ous debate surrounding net
neutrality and, most impor-
tantly, what it means for you
and your Internet.
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Reeling from recent =\
college rejections?
Read about coping with
an all-too-familiar event in
the lives of students.

Recently, K-pop sensation BTS
has been taking the world by
storm. Read about the origins
and activities of this sensational
boy band.
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PTSA and TSO to host

first ever Great Gatsby

Gala to support Troy
student programs

On Feb. 9, 2018, the
Parent Teacher Student
Association (PTSA) and
Troy Support Organization
(TSO) will host its Great
Gatsby Gala at the Richard
Nixon Library and Museum
in Yorba Linda. The event
will start at 6:30 p.m. and
end at 11:00 p.m. Attendees
will have the opportunity
to enjoy a dinner as well
as participate in a silent
auction. Participants are
encouraged to wear 1920’s

themed attire.

Individual tickets are
$125, and several corpo-
rate sponsorships are avail-
able. Tickets and other in-
formation are available at
thetroydifference.org. All
proceeds will directly sup-
port initiatives such as lon-
ger library hours and new

equipment.

Vocal Ensemble
performs in Disneyland s
Candlelight Holiday
Festival

Warrior Vocal Ensemble
performed in the 63rd
annual Candlelight Holiday
Festival at Disneyland on
Saturday, Dec. 2. The event
is a historic, two-day park
tradition that is a major part
of the holiday programming
at Disneyland. It includes a
550-member  Candlelight
Ceremony mass choir,
which the Vocal Ensemble
was part of. To audition
for the event, Troy’s Vocal
Ensemble, led by choir
director Mark Henson,
was evaluated by Disney
representatives who
reviewed audio and video

footage of the group.

Warriors receive first
place award in
Congressional App
Challenge

Seniors Calvin Yoh and
Neil Prajapati placed first
in the High School Division
of the 2017 Congressional
App Challenge Monday,
Dec. 4. The students
worked together to create
an app named “APPacus”
that  teaches  students
to visualize arithmetic
calculations with a virtual
abacus. The award marks
the second consecutive year
Prajapati has received first
place in the competition.
The students were honored
at a ceremony hosted by
United States Congressman
Ed Royce, 39th District of

California.

MICHAEL ZHANG

A HEART FOR ART: Two pieces from the Warrior Drawing and Painting classes’ art installation, each made of 40 individual
sheets of paper shaded with charcoal were on displayc in the 500 Building.

Students install art in 500 building

The annual Warrior display
celebrated the communication
of emotion through art.

By Katie Nguyen
STAFF WRITER

In a showcase of their cre-
ative skills, Warrior Drawing
and Painting students created art
installations that were displayed
in the 500 Building until the first
week of December.

Completed at the end of Oc-

Warrior
members

The hands-on event
allowed club members
to learn more about local
marine life.

By Alina Choi
STAFF WRITER

Exploring  local  oceanic
biodiversity, Warrior Marine

Biology club members attended
their first fishing trip at the
Huntington Beach Pier Nov. 25.
Eight students, accompanied
by several parent chaperones,
caught approximately 15 fish of
various species, including fish
native to the California coast
such as the spotted bay bass and
Pacific sardine. From the speci-
mens they collected, members
practiced identifying the physi-
cal attributes of each family and
learned more about fish classifi-
cation, secretary Sky Jung said.
A student group in its inaugu-
ral year, the Marine Biology club

tober, the month-long project
included four pieces each made
from 40, 12-inch by 18-inch
sheets of paper that formed large
quilt-like pieces. All four works
depicted images of the elderly
who each portrayed a different
emotion which, according to art
teacher Christian Nguyen, fol-
lows the class’s theme this fall:
teaching students to convey emo-
tion through art.

In their artistic process, stu-
dents rescaled pieces of a photo-
graph and used charcoal to recre-

Marine
attend

aims to teach students about the
diverse characteristics and habi-
tats of marine life as well as tax-
onomy and the ecological niche
of differnt species. Each week,
board members engage students
in learning about several marine
species through presentations
and group discussions.

According to Jung, events like
the fishing trip reflect the club’s
mission to promote greater stu-
dent interest in local wildlife.
The club aims to raise awareness
regarding the need to preserve
the rich biodiversity of the ocean
amid pollution and other envi-
ronmental hazards that threaten
it, especially off the coasts of ur-
banized areas like Southern Cali-
fornia.

“We have to maintain the natu-
ral biodiversity [of fish] because
[they’re] all part of the ecosys-
tem and the biosphere,” Jung
said. “[By] learning to identify
fish, we can better [protect] our
resources.”

ate the shades of each individual
image. To accommodate the proj-
ect’s large size, students worked
with their peers to ensure that
contour lines and shading were
consistent throughout the overall
work.

Because art is usually an indi-
vidual endeavor, the collabora-
tive effort of the project made it
interactive and distinctive, soph-
omore Kayden Chan said.

“[For this art installation], it
was more fun to collaborate be-
cause we could learn from each

Biology
fishing

first

other and see [each] other’s art
styles,” Chan said.

According to junior Brenden
Kiernan, the project also exposed
students to innovative art forms
and media.

“There are ways | can draw
something I didn’t think about
before, [such as] how I can use
charcoal or pastel to create pic-
tures without having to use a
pen,” Kiernan said. “[I’'m also
now] more open to asking people
for help and [engaging in] collab-

Club
trip

COURTESY OF SKY JUNG

UNDER THE SEA: Warrior Marine Biology Club members
cast their lines at their first fishing trip at the Huntington Beach

Pier Nov. 25.
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NOW Club members wear
dresses for ‘“Dressember”

Students aim to raise
awareness and help victims
of sexual exploitation.

By Malika Pandey
STAFF WRITER

To support victims of sex
trafficking, members in the
Warrior chapter of the National
Organization for Women (NOW)
are wearing dresses as part of
their first ever “Dressember”
campaign through the end of the
month.

As part of their initiative, par-
ticipants wear dresses every day
in December to raise awareness
and raise money to support the
victims of sex trafficking. The
club aims to raise $1000 in do-
nations during the month-long
campaign. Proceeds will go to-
ward supporting the Dressember
Foundation, which awards grants
to anti-trafficking organizations
that rescue victims and educate
the public in an effort to end hu-
man trafficking.

Through Dressember, club
members aim to increase student
awareness about the exploitation
of women and bring discussion
of the struggles women experi-
ence to the forefront of public
dialogue. According to Vice Pres-
ident Loraine Ho, the campaign’s
requirement for participants to
wear a dress every day symbol-
izes sex trafficking victims’ lack
of control in their lives.

“Wearing a dress every day
brings into perspective the strug-
gle that those [who experience]
sex trafficking go through,” Ho
said.

In light of recent news regard-
ing sexual harassment allegations
against prominent public figures,
Dressember’s impact has been
magnified by the public’s increas-
ing awareness of sexual crimes’
pervasiveness in modern society,
senior Rea Joshi said.

According to Joshi, the Dres-
sember initiative is also a way for
women to show unity and support
for victims of sexual exploitation.

“We’re wearing dresses to

show that we are a team [and]
show solidarity,” Joshi said. “To
all of the people who have been
abused, we are here for you, we
stand for you. You’re not alone.”
Students can donate to the
Dressember Foundation at www.
dressember.org/donate.

FACT FEATURE:
HUMAN
TRAFFICKING

Fullerton has been identi-
fied as one of the state’s top
10 hometowns for human
trafficking victims, along-
side cities like Los Angeles
and Anaheim.

Those seeking help should
call the National Human
Trafficking Resource
Center at (888) 373-7888.
Assistance is available 24
hours in 200 languages.

COURTESY OF ORANGE COUNTY
REGISTER

YEA hosts first League of
championships

Legends

The competition is the
group’s first major event
this semester and occurs
amid growing interest in
eSports.

By Caroline Zhu
STAFF WRITER

After their successful inaugural
season, the Warrior chapter
of Youth eSports of America
(YEA) will host its

with school regulations on screen
violence and gore.

YEA launched its first com-
petitive season in May, hosting
38 high schools from Southern
California in online gaming tour-
naments. In each competition,
teams were eliminated until four
remaining high school teams
qualified to battle for the state
title at a championship event.

The organization is sponsored
by companies such as Intel and

members prepare to join ever ex-
panding collegiate eSports teams
and even pursue gaming profes-
sionally, especially as eSports
become increasingly popular
with educators.

In fact, the Orange County
Department of Education is plan-
ning to launch its OC eSports
League for High Schools initia-
tive in the near future, which
will allow school administrators
to act as general managers for
their respective school

first League of Legends
championship in the
North Gym Dec. 16.
The event marks
YEA’s first invitational
this  season. The
competition, which

will allow participants

“We’re trying to open opportunities
for students to get involved

within the community.”

Justin Jia
YEA National President

eSports teams. There
have even been pro-
posals to create eSports
classes that would be
complemented by a
curriculum for game-
oriented students.
According to Jia, the

to meet face-to-face,
contrasts with past club events
that have taken place entirely
online.

According to President Justin
Jia, who also serves as YEA’s
National President, students will
compete in League of Legends,
a relatively “clean” online
multiplayer game, to comply

GSI Environmental, which pro-
vide financial support and prizes
for competitions. Warrior YEA
members are also working with
the University of California, Ir-
vine and Scholarships for Gam-
ers to offer outstanding competi-
tors awards worth up to $5,000.
According to Jia, YEA helps

significant increase in
interest in eSports recently has
been surprising but has shined a
light on an often overlooked stu-
dent activity.

“[1] never thought that schools
would support [eSports],” Jia
said. “We’re trying to open op-
portunities for students to get
involved within the community.”

Behind the scenes:
Seniors prepare for
the annual Elf Dance

Get an inside look at how seniors are preparing for the
beloved school tradition at the Winter Rally Dec. 15.

Photos by Ida Kazerani, PHOTO EDITOR
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2017 Semester Report

From school sports to student spirit, Oracle evaluates various aspects of the Warrior campus for the 2017-2018 school year.

Articles by Lex Park, OPINION EDITOR, and Faith-Carmen Le, STAFF WRITER
Graphics by Tu-An Nguyen, GRAPHICS
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lerary Despite the removal of bookshelves, the library still remains a place for stu-
dents to study before and after school. However, many computers and printers
have been taken away to make more open space on tables. By removing desk-

B tops and printers that had been available for student use in the past, printing
- has become much more difficult for Warriors. Perhaps students should regain

access to the unused computers stored in the back of the library so that printing

s 1S not as inconvenient as it is now.

Chromebooks Our Chromebooks are the most frequently used devices in many classes. Al-

though students are frustrated because some educational resources such as
1 ¢ A -

Crash Course are still restricted, the Chromebooks and Google Apps Suite
have become helpful tools for classroom activities. However, when our cam-
pus Wi-Fi crashed, and Google Drive was down on Nov. 15, many classes
could not complete planned exercises. Students may want to have textbooks
and other school supplies on hand in case the Wi-Fi crashes again in the future.

Morning
Announcements B

Although definitely an improvement from last year, the new morning broad-
casts are still rather awkward. Also, the announcements are barely audible,
especially in classrooms filled with dozens of rowdy teenagers. Furthermore,
the delivery tends to be rather inconsistent and confusing. While entertaining,
the livestreamed videos do not add significant content, raising the question as
to why it is broadcasted. However, it’s clear that ASB students are putting in
time and effort to improve the quality of the morning announcements.

Renovations First, many teachers are restructuring their classrooms by using various types
of desks including long tables and pod desks. Both types of desks facilitate peer
collaboration and group activities, especially in humanities classes where they
are most useful. Moreover, the new pool has been a great asset to the aquatic
sports teams. South Gym renovations will be finished mid-March, at which
point North Gym renovations will commence. Overall, school administration

has done a commendable job renovating our school in recent months .

Although Meme Day was a relative success, the other spirit days lacked student
participation. For example, the Senior Sunrise was a flop with low attendance.
Despite ASB’s extensively promotion of these events, most students were either
unaware of events or unwilling to participate. On a special occasion, seniors
dressed in black were offered free In-N-Out burgers for a spirit day and as
a result, many participated. Continuing to provide incentives for classes and
students who participate the most in school events may increase school spirit.

School Spirit
Pl Y.E +

School Dances

5 |~ A

Though the dance was delayed to late October, ASB was still able to present
the Homecoming theme outstandingly. Ticket sales increased in comparison to
last year with more than 1,100 attendees. The decorations and indoor activi-
ties including billiard tables and wall art were great additions. However, many
avoided dancing because the DJ did not play current songs. ASB should consid-
er hiring a different DJ to encourage students to dance rather than recruiting one
who unsuccessfully tries to hype students up by throwing dollar bills in the air.

Warrior fall sports—football, golf, tennis, volleyball, cross country, and wa-
ter polo—performed consistently compared to last year. Disappointingly, the
varsity football team lost the homecoming game, shortly after ceding to rivals
Sunny Hills Lancers. However, girls tennis, girls golf and boys water polo
vanquished the Lancers in their league matches. Additionally, the Warrior
boys water polo, girls tennis teams and girls golf teams once again emerged as
LY N .

B \Q @ league champions at the end of the season.

Sports
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Stats on Net Neutralitv
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TU-AN NGUYEN

Net neutrality: what could
. happen to the mternet?

By. Sophie Byerly
STAFF WRITER

What if your internet service
provider had the power to restrict
access to your favorite websites?

That nightmare could soon be-
come a reality. On Dec. 14, the
Federal Communications Com-
mission (FCC) repealed regula-
tions preventing internet service
providers (ISPs) from stopping
or slowing down access to certain
content. This means companies
such as AT&T and Comcast may
have full control over who can
visit which websites.

The FCC’s vote ended net neu-
trality, the principle that ISPs
should allow equal access to all
internet services regardless of
their content. Opponents of net
neutrality argue the government
has no role in managing the inter-
net. However, granting ISPs pow-
er over the distribution of online
information is an unwise alterna-

tive endangering the freedom of
internet users nationwide.
Allowing ISPs to govern the
accessibility and speed of web
services leads to a slew of prob-
lems. For instance, providers
may censor blogs or even news
sources that contain views the
owners of ISPs disagree with.
They may discriminate socio-
economically by offering better
network packages only wealthy
people can afford. Popular ser-
vices such as Facebook or Reddit
may have extra fees attached. The
internet may even devolve into a
corporate battleground, with ISPs
deliberately siphoning business
from companies by slowing or
blocking their content. Without
net neutrality, nothing stops ISPs
from making the Internet as prof-
itable as possible—even if that
means sacrificing users’ freedom.
Because it is so widely used,
Internet access should be treated
like any other public utility. Mil-
lions of Americans depend on the
internet, and the number is only

growing. According to the Pew
Research Center, the percentage
of American adults who regularly
use the internet increased from 52
percent in 2000 to 88 percent in
2016. With education, commerce
and even transportation becom-
ing more reliant on the world-
wide web, the internet is almost
indispensable. Americans should
have unrestricted access to such a
necessity regardless of how they
use it, just as they have access to
other public services.

In short, removing net neutral-
ity may jeopardize the freedom of
Americans to use the Internet’s
valuable resources. By handing
over control of the Internet to
greedy corporations, the FCC’s
decision to repeal net neutrality
spells disaster for Internet users
nationwide. However, under the
Congressional Review Act, Con-
gress has a 60-day window to
override the FCC’s decision. The
battle is not quite over yet—con-
tact your local Congressmen to
save net neutrality.

Let’s rethink holiday season shopping

By. Amy Weng
STAFF WRITER /'T
Ka-ching!—the season
shopping has arrived.
According to the National Re-
tail Federation, holiday sales
have greatly increased every year
since 2008, and this season,
holiday sales are expected to
grow four percent after Cy-
ber Monday sales reached
a record high. We are im-
mersed in a consumerist
culture, and materialism
seems deeply en-
twined in our DNA.
It can be difficult to
control our shop-
ping habits when
sales abound
during the

for

IRENE
YOO

holiday season. After all, money
can buy happiness, right? Unfor-
tunately, the answer’s no.

Our email boxes, radio chan-
nels, websites and phone calls are
all cluttered with advertisements
aiming to lure us into guilty pur-
chases. All our money,
time and closet space
are gone before we

know

it. Remember those extra jeans
buried in the back of your closet?
Or those expensive boots that you
don’t have any occasion for? The
games gathering dust on your
shelves? The scale at which we
buy things today is unprec-
edented in history. Online
shopping has made
shopping  more
convenient, and
it’s even easier

to lose our-
selves in the

=%\ secasonal
sale fer-
VOr.

Although extensive research
has shown that donating toys
to holiday drives and spending

As we become immersed in
holiday season sales, we should
realize that immoderate shop-

money ping can also
on expe- dampen holi-
riences « . day  spirit.
such  as Trends evolve, fads die out  we may fail
travel and new tech devices are to acknowl-
m a k e pumped out each year. Asa  edge  the
people deeper senti-
happier result, we cannot rely on ment of the
we  still material objects for our holidays as
prioritize long-term happiness.” they become
buying increasingly
unneces- marred with
sary ma- overcon-

terial products because we think
that they will last longer. Howev-
er, we find that our de-
sires change over time.
Trends evolve,
fads die out and
new tech devic-
es are pumped
out each year.
As a result, we
cannot rely on

objects for

our long-
term happi-
ness.

sumption and commercializa-
tion. So, instead of going to the
mall or shopping online for our-
selves, we should spend time and
money what is most important to
us: friends, family and life experi-
ences. Go on vacation somewhere
interesting, make DIY holiday ac-
cessories, wear those neglected
jeans, buy tickets to a concert,
watch a holiday movie, visit a
national park, send a magazine
or newspaper subscription to a
friend—we shouldn’t spend all
our time shopping.
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Ryan Chen

Finding inspiration in commonplace objects and neighborhood scenery

Their camera lens reflect ye

“Sometimes

it feels like I've got a war on my

mind. I want to get off, but I keep
riding the ride”

This photo caption, lyrics from
Lana Del Rey’s “Get Free,” accom-
panies a monochromatic photo-
graph, a nostalgic moment cap-
tured on film. Though his model
is not moving, the well-framed
backdrop creates the illusion of a
figure caught in the midst of a fro-
zen world.

By Charlisse Clark, STAFF WRITER

—_—

This picture is
just one of many
portraits that can
be found on se-
nior Ryan Chen’s
Instagram(@
ryanmchen). Ever

since his sopho-

more year, he
has taken pro-
fessional pho-
: tos for school
" events. But in
his free time,
he snaps per-
sonal and emotion-
filled shots of his friends. Over
the years, Chen has incorporated
timeless magic into his photos
through his use of antique camer-
as. Preserving the images of those
dearest to him allows him to create
memories that are forever cement-
ed in his mind.

To Chen, there is something
special about catching a personal
moment on film. Rather than seek-
ing the high-tech features of newer
gadgets, he was drawn to the soft-
ened nature of old-fashioned cam-

eras. Their vintage charm, absent
from modern cameras, creates
an intimate relationship between
the photographer and the person
in front of the lens. He currently
owns three of these antique trea-
sures and is always on the hunt to
expand his collection.

“I got into film photography be-
cause it’s more personal and organ-
ic than digital photography,” Chen
said. “It’s a lot more sentimental”

From solemn grays to arrays
of spirited colors, Chen’s pictures
convey strong feelings through
their unique hues. To strengthen
these emotions, he uses lyrics from
songs he is listening to as photo
captions. Doing so links his pho-
tographs to specific points in his
life, deepening the connection he
shares with them. In every picture
is a piece of himself.

“Photography is my way of doc-
umenting my life and preserving
my memories,” Chen said. “[Every
photo I take] is from my perspec-
tive, so even though I take pictures
of other people, it’s a form of self-
expression.”

Photos by Ashley Branson, PHOTO, and courtesy of Ryan Ct

o I -

OH SNAP! 4 seemingly casual portrait
of a model takes countless hours of
preparation and a gallon of milk to
setthe scene.
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, seniors Ryan Chen and Daniel Kim capture moments of everyday life.

ars of high school memories.

en and Daniel Kim, and graphics by Phoebe Um, GRAPHICS

L i

Three. Two—Snap! Before the
countdown ends, just when the
model is smiling naturally, senior
Daniel Kim quickly snaps a photo in
the best light.

What began as appreciation for
the camera itself inspired Kim to
learn how to use his new gear. With
years of experience in Ilium, he pol-
ished his candid style and eventually
earned the title of Photo Editor.

As the co-owner of HASH Pho-
tography, a professional photogra-
phy business created by previous
Yearbook editors-in-chief, Kim
shoots posed portraits for Home-
coming and Prom. When he isn't
taking pictures for his business, he
runs a photography blog with senior
Alyssa Goh and shares his peers’ sto-
ries through candid photos. Forging
bonds during his photoshots, Kim
soon became an expert at capturing
people’s best sides—their natural ex-
pressions.

What sets Kim apart from other
photographers is his ability to turn
his photoshoots into a social bond-
ing experience. During the shoot,
Kim cracks jokes and chats with
his models to keep the atmosphere
lighthearted and natural.
“Sometimes I have moments
where I capture a person in their
most unprepared state,“ Kim said. “I
want to show this side of them that
they haven’t seen before, as an out-
side perspective”
By getting to know the person,
Kim is able to capture a
more genuine angle.
“It’s not just about click-
ing the shutter button. It’s
about getting comfortable
with them so that they get
more comfortable with
you,” Kim said. “ In that
way, they’re more natu-
rally themselves.”

In the blur of scenery outside his
car window, Kim is able to draw
inspiration from anything from
blooming flower patches to abstract
murals. Matching the locations with
the personalities of his subjects, he
fully accentuates the person’s unique
traits. The light highlights their emo-
tions, and the shadows emphasize
the multiple facets of personality.

“I feel motivated to explore dif-
ferent approaches to photography,”
Kim said. “It’s uplifting, rewarding
and motivating to look at different
angles of a person.”

WE CLICK: Steering away from the typical

camera smile, Kim plays with light to emphasize
.\ his models’true emotions and natural expressions.
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Check out Oracle’s inside look
at the most stylish kids
representing campus chic.

By Ariana Chow, ENTERTAINMENT
& LIFESTYLE EDITOR, and photo
courtesy of Julia Mitchell

TAKING THE
NEXT STEP

Acceptance. Deferral. Rejection. For early admissions applicants, those three words carry
incomparable weight, but we hope to provide some insight into how early applicants can take the next
step toward their college careers.

By Jois Talla, STAFF WRITER, cartoon by Lucy Lee, CARTOON, and graphics by Tu-An Nguyen, GRAPHICS,
and images courtesy of Google

Accepted

The feeling that accompanies the
arrival of a college acceptance can only
be described as, at the very least, an
exhilarating relief. But after celebrations and
a well-deserved pat on the back, it’s important
to know that now is not the time to slack off.

More often than not, a student’s notion
of his or her dream school can change over
time. Early action applicants are free to com-
pare financial aid offers, college cultures and
locations when choosing the college that best
fits them. On the contrary, accepted early
decisions typically obligate students to
attend the school they applied to, although

plan. Some early acceptance programs can
tolerate slight grade drops, but significant
academic transgressions are a red flag that
may cause colleges to rescind acceptances, as
well as financial aid offers and merit awards.

Sometimes, early acceptances come
with insufficient financial aid offers that
still fail to cover enough of the tuition for
students to attend. Students can contact the
financial aid office and write an appeal for
better aid packages, but if the cost remains
too high, a student might have a case for
release from the early decision agreement.

Even after being accepted by a university,

students still need to remain conscious
of their options and their actions to
ensure the best possible college
experience. There is still
much to be done be-
fore the real ride
begins.

exceptions do exist. At any rate, all accepted
early applicants can fall back upon the shared
comfort of having secured a place in college.
Succumbing to senioritis by
cutting class and bombing
finals, however, isn’t
the smartest
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Not Accepted

Whether the application was carefully students were rejected or deferred from
prepared throughout the summer or barely their choice colleges, the next step for
finished three days before the deadline, the them is to consider their remaining
sting of rejection from a first choice college  options. Students who were rejected should
can be brutal. And even though it is certainly ~ consider updating their personal essays
acceptable to grieve over the rejection, and editing their applications. Applicants
students shouldn’trelinquish theirhopesyet. can demonstrate their interest in other

Applicants who receive a deferral letter, colleges with campus visits and face-to-face
as opposed to a rejection, will automati- meetings with admissions representatives.
cally be entered into the regular admission Depending on a university’s deferral poli-
process later in the cycle and may still be cies, students who applied early may still
granted an acceptance in the spring. If the have the opportunity to send new recommen-
college is still the applicant’s first choice, dation letters and fall semester grades, in-
he or she should first send a deferral letter  dicating continued interest to the admissions
expressing continued interest in office. A student’s willingness and enthusi-
attending the school and suc- asm to continue trying after a difficult start
cinctly reiterate why the displays adaptability and resilience—
college bestsuitsthem.  valuable qualities for both pro-
Regardless of spective students and
whether future  adults.

12TH

Blogger, WarZone co-president,
fashionista and self-proclaimed
Selena Gomez devotee, Julia Mitch-
ell is one of the most iconic fashion
figures in the senior class. Her per-
sonal blog, “@itsjuliamitchell,” de-
tails the daily intricacies of her col-
orful life, from her everyday fashion
to her photography and lifestyle tips.

Fashion-wise, Mitchell seems
to have mastered the elusive art
of stylizing the classic t-shirt and
jeans combo. Mitchell elevates
her casual looks with boho-chic
or Southern-inspired elements and
chooses her colors precisely, some-
times starting with white, grey
or black tones and sprinkling in
bright splashes of yellow and pink.

“I think what you wear is a branch
of your personality,” Mitchell said.
“When it comes to first impressions,
what you’re wearing is a represen-
tation of your personal brand. Get-
ting dressed in the morning sets the
tone for my whole day. If 'm feel-
ing excited and confident in what
I’'m wearing, I know I’m going to
have a great day. I want to represent
myself well and feel the best I can.”
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I JOIN US FOR I

THE GREAT

GNITSIBY

CALA

BENEFITTING TROY HIGH SCHOOL

Come os a flopper, come as you are
Come as a dopper gent or a silent screen star

Our glamorous soiree features
speakeasy cocktails, a sumptuous dinner, fabulous music,
exciting auctions, opportunity drawings, and
casino-style poker gaming for valuable prizes

FED 9, 2010

from 6pm-12am

MAOH LIDRALRY

18001 Yorba Linda, Yorba Linda

Purchase tickets at thetroydifference.org
Early Bird Price: $125 (by December 31, 2017)
Regular Price: $150 (by January 15, 2018)

1920's attire is encouraged, but not required

For more information or sponsorship opportunities,
please contact tso@thetroydifference.org

TEAM TROY takes the best of two parent organizations—PTSA and
Troy Support Organization—and puts them to work full force for our
students. Both groups strive to provide the best for our students,
staff and teachers. Together, we make The Troy Difference.

Troy Parents,
We need your support to make Troy High School's very first
charity auction—the Great Gatsby Gala—a success.

*  Purchase your tickets TODAY at
www.thetroydifference.org. Please encourage your
friends to come and join the party!

*  Bring in silent and/or live auction items. Please contact
tso@thetroydifference.org for donation and sponsorship
opportunities or pick up the form at the school office. We
are seeking items such as wine, tickets or suites to
sporting events or concerts, access to vacation homes,
gift certificates for learning centers or spas, etc.

*  Fundraise for your booster club! If a booster club brings
in a silent and/or live auction item, 60% of the proceeds
will go back to the club. (Must have a completed donation

H form for the donated item.)

A to Z Driving School

Serving Orange County Smce 1996

[Onlme Driver's Education]
Only $28 Work at your own pace
$270.00 for 6 Hours of training.

Pick-Up/Drop-Off/Insured and Bonded

[In Class Driver's Ed & Behind the Wheel]

$320.00 for 6 Hours of drivers training &
30 Hours drivers education
December 2,9, 16,23
Or
December 26,27,28,29
Classes held from 9:00 am to 3:15 pm

( Please call to reserve your spot in our next class )
Call/Visit our office today and receive $10 off any package!!

Contact us
[A to Z Driving School]
[2612 W Lincoln Ave # 106, Anaheim CA 92801]
[714-828-6147]
[www.a2zdriving.com|
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FOCUS 11

2017 IN REVIEW

It’s been a tough year, but here are some moments that made us smile.

(9

HOLLYweeD

¥
N
8

'
R (i

Donald J. Trump &
@realDonaldTrump

Despite the constant negative press covfefe
oz a0 W@ RAEBORA

12:06 AM - 31 May 2017

Compiled by Ashley Fan and Hannah Ro, EDITORS-IN-CHIEF
Images courtesy of Google

January 1 - Hollyweed

The iconic “Hollywood”
landmark was vandalized with
tarps as a homage to the passage
of Proposition 64, shocking hikers
and residents alike.

January 21 - Women’s March

A sea of pink pussyhats filled the
streets of Washington, D.C., when
activists marched to advocate for
human rights. It was the largest
single-day protest in U.S. history.

April 7 - End of Drought

At long last, California’s five-
year drought came to an end.
Governer Brown’s executive
order lifted drought emergencies
in most California counties.

May 31 - Covfefe

While the President’s tweets are
often criticized for being too
blunt, the ambiguous “covfefe”
left the Internet puzzled, even
igniting conspiracy theories.

June 13 - Beyoncé’s Twins

The birth of Beyoncé’s twins, Sir
and Rumi Carter, was celebrated
with much gusto on the Internet.
Her maternity photos racked up
over ten million likes on Instagram.
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Lady Warrior soccer team outlasts
Comanches for season opener victory

Lady Warriors scored last-
minute goal to inch past the
Canyon Comanches.

By Jason Choi and Joshua Kim
STAFF WRITER & SPORTS EDITOR

Exercising skilled coordination
to dictate the pace of the game,
the Warrior girls soccer team (1-
0-0, 0-0-0) chalked up their first

victory of the season against
the Canyon Comanches in a 2-1
match Nov. 28.

In the first half, the Lady War-
riors rapidly asserted their domi-
nance with relentless attacks.
Streaking across the field, senior
Megan Balderas outran her op-
ponents to seize possession of
the ball and relay a long pass to
sophomore Bethany Arabe, who
side-stepped multiple opponents

to nearly score an early first goal.
While Warrior strikers continued
their attack, the team’s backfield
rallied around goalie Sara Valen-
cia. Valencia’s split-second reac-
tions, coupled with superb hand-
eye coordination, allowed her to
fend off Canyon attacks and feed
the ball to teammates. A formi-
dable Warrior offensive effort
yielded no goals and an impen-
etrable defensive hold resulted in

IDA KAZERANI

BODY BLOCK: Expertly protecting the soccer ball, sophomore Katelyn Malachi grapples with
an opponent in an intense face-off.

MANON

VARSITY SWIM

M

“Being in a high school team was
an experience that | will not forget.
All the cheering for my teammates and
the whole team’s will to win

U R

was extraordinary.”

PERSONAL RECORDS

200 Freestyle
200 Butterfly
500 Freestyle
1000 Freestyle

1:44.97
1:55.91
4:36.54
9:43.14

WORDS TO LIVE BY

"When you think you've reached
your limit, that is only 40%"

a scoreless first

half.

In the second
half, the Co-
manches over-
whelmed  the
Warrior defense
and claimed the
first goal of the
game. Despite

mile; we

“We are really good at pushing
ourselves and going the extra

are very disciplined.”

Sierra Foster

sophomore

losing momen-

tum, the Lady Warriors coun-
tered by controlling the pace of
the game, forcing the Comanches
into defense. Senior Brianna Diaz
exploited the Comanche goalie’s
mispositioning for a remarkable
goal to tie the score. In a spec-
tacular moment of coordination,
Diaz darted towards the goal,
dodged around defenders, and
shot a flying pass to Arabe, who
took advantage of the undefended
net for the game-winning, second
goal.

A deciding factor in the War-
rior’s victory was their seam-
less coordination, which allowed
them to control the pace of the
game, captain Brianna Diaz said.

“Once we got our first goal to
tie up the game, we got fired up
and believed we were still in the
game to win,” Diaz said. “We
began to speed the game up and
started attempting more shots.”

Beginning the season earlier
and focusing on team bonding ex-
ercises enabled the team to mesh
well, coordination that was espe-

cially integral to a successful of-
fense, senior Camryn Hurst said.

“We started practicing earlier
in the season: a few weeks during
the summer and [since] second
week of school,” Hurst said. “Ev-
eryone on the team is committed
and [friendly], which makes it fun
and easier to play. I think we did
really well increasing the inten-
sity; we were able to [score] two
goals [quickly], and our motiva-
tion increased our intensity and
[ability] to score.”

The team’s collective determi-
nation has allowed it to push past
the rare misplay and strive for the
league title, sophomore Sierra
Foster said.

“I think we are really good at
pushing ourselves and going the
extra mile, because we are very
disciplined and [believe] we have
to work hard to win,” Foster said.
“I think the idea of being cham-
pions, especially the thought of
the league title, helps drive every-

2

one.

JANUARY

game calendar

Assume all games are held at Troy, unless specified otherwise.

girls basketball

6-7:30

date location/opponent

1-09 Buena Park

1-12 @La Habra

1-16 @Sunny Hills

1-19 Fullerton

1-23 @Sonora

1-26 @Buena Park

1-30 La Habra

D

boys basketball

7:30-9

1-09 Buena Park

1-12 @L.a Habra

1-16 @Sunny Hills

1-19 Fullerton

1-23 @5onora

1-26 @Buena Park

1-30 La Habra

&

boys soccer

3-5

1-10 Buena Park

1-12 @L.a Habra

1-17 @Sunny Hills

1-19 Fullerton

1-24 @Sonora

1-25 @Buena Park

1-31 LaHabra

girls water polo

@

(times vary)

=

wrestling
5:30-8:30

1-09 Buena Park*
1-11 La Habra
1-15 @Claremont
1-17 @Sunny Hills
1-24 Fullerton
1-30 Sonora*

1-11 @La Habra
1-18 @Sunny Hills
1-24 Fullerton
1-30 @Sonora

*@Sunny Hills

GRAPHIC BY PHOEBE UM, PHOTO COURTESY OF MANON MIURA

GRAPHIC BY TU-AN NGUYEN



