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ENTERTAINMENT
While you’re waiting for the 
release of “The Good Doctor,” 
which features an autistic savant 
surgeon, read our take on the 
media’s portrayal of autism.
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FEATURE SPORTS
Nationally ranked Warrior golfer 
Kamille Dimayuga claimed a 
championship title at an Ameri-
can Junior Golf Association 
tournament July 24-27.
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In an effort to improve stu-
dent facilities, the Fullerton Joint 
Union High School District has 
completed several construction 
projects over the past few months. 
More are underway or slated for 
the future.

Following two-and-a-half 
years of construction, the 
new aquatic center went into 
operation after the grand 
opening ceremony Sept. 6. 
Renovations to modernize 
the pool and increase its 
dimensions and capacity 
commenced March 2015. 
The pool will accommodate 
multiple practices at once 
and even host tournaments 
for the California Interscholastic 
Federation. With a new digital 
display scoreboard and timing 
equipment, the upgraded pool 
allows Warrior athletes to play 
home games on campus, which 
has not been possible since con-
struction began. 

According to water polo coach 
Jason Wilson, the pool will help 
attract more athletes to the teams. 

“Over the last two-and-a-half 
years, we’ve had a lot of kids not 
join our sport because we didn’t 
practice on campus,” Wilson said. 
“In the future, we hope [to] get 

By Alina Choi 
STAFF WRITER

Meet the students who flew 
thousands of miles to Aus-
tria, Lebanon, Japan and 
China for their Troy 
Tech internships.

some kids into the school because 
of the pool.” 

Over the summer, a new digital 
marquee that can display colored 
texts and videos was added at the 
entrance of the school to replace 
the previous marquee, Assistant 
Principal Laura Rubio said. 

Outside the Warrior campus, 
Fullerton Stadium will reopen 
Sept. 20, with an artificial turf 
field replacing the grass, just in 
time to host the Fullerton Union 
High School football game Sept. 
22. The construction of the track 
which runs around the stadium 
will not conclude until late win-

Advanced Placement (AP) tests.
“We are able to move [some 

activities] outside. For example, 
lower level basketball will prac-
tice [on the outside courts],” 
Mynster said. “The main issue 
is during AP testing. We [need] 
to figure out another location to 
handle [testing].”

Once the North Gym is back 
in service, the Thomas Moore 
Auditorium will undergo remod-
eling to include dressing rooms 
and new walls to improve sound 
quality. Construction is estimated 
to take place in November 2018, 
the same time the North Gym 

construction is scheduled 
to end.

As the current set of con-
struction projects ends in 
2018, administrators are 
considering placing addi-
tional structures on cam-
pus, Mynster said. 

“[Our] long-term vision 
for a future project would 
be a dance building large 
enough for teams our size,” 

Mynster said. “That’s down the 
road [and] hasn’t been funded 
yet.”

Ultimately, Rubio says these 
projects will showcase the excel-
lence of the school’s programs. 

“I love the construction,” Ru-
bio said. “It’s going to be beauti-
ful for Troy. Hopefully [we can] 
even update our school murals. 
[The buildings] will be state-of-
the-art. [The campus] is going to 
look better [than when] the school 
[was built in] 1964. I can’t wait 
for [construction] to conclude in 
the next year and a half.”

Campus-wide renovation 
projects enter final phases
Construction projects that 
began two years ago now 
approach completion, re-
vitalizing the Warrior cam-
pus with better infrastruc-
ture and new amenities.

“[The construction] is going to 
be beautiful for Troy. [The 

new buildings] will be 
state-of-the-art.”

Laura Rubio
Assistant Principal

PHOTOS BY ASHLEY BRANSON 
AND IDA KAZERANI

ter, before track season begins. 
Following the completion of 

the stadium, the South Gym will 
undergo a floor resurfacing mid-
October through February or 
March. After the South Gym re-
opens, the North Gym will close 
for air-conditioning installation 
and foyer expansion, a project 
that is slated to conclude late fall 
2018. 

According to Principal William 
Mynster, the renovation sched-
ules for the two gyms have dis-
placed some regular activities, 
including sports practices and 



Alexander Tsao places second at 
International Biology Olympiad 

By Tiffany Kim
STAFF WRITER

Tsao is the first student in 
Warrior history to advance 
to the international level of 
the rigorous competition.

In a demonstration of his com-
prehensive understanding of 
biology, senior Alexander Tsao 
placed second at the Interna-
tional Biology Olympiad (IBO) 
competition at the University of 
Warwick in Coventry, England, 
United Kingdom, July 23-30.

IBO, the final stage of the Bi-
ology Olympiad competition, 
evaluates students on biological 
topics such as botany, animal 
physiology and biochemistry. 
This year’s 246 participants from 
68 countries had already ranked 
highest on their respective na-
tional Biology Olympiad tests.

To qualify for the event, Unit-
ed States competitors took a lo-
cal written exam, the results of 
which determined the top 500 
scorers who were eligible to 
compete in the semi-final exam. 
The top 20 students from these 
exams then continued to the na-
tional Biology Olympiad com-
petition, sponsored by the Center 
for Excellence in Education and 
hosted by Marymount University 
in Reston, Va.

In this two-week long event, 
competitors attended a series of 
training sessions taught by pro-
fessors and former finalists to 
strengthen their understanding of 
a diverse slate of topics in prepa-
ration for IBO. At the end of the 
competition, following a series 
of practical exams and labs, Tsao 
and three other students were se-
lected to represent the country at 
the international event.

IBO was a week-long set of 
written and experimental assess-

ments, each of which took up to 
seven hours to complete. On the 
last day of the event, competitors 
from the United States and Com-
monwealth nations participated 
in an excursion to Birmingham, 
the third largest city in the United 
Kingdom, where the internation-
al competitors bonded over cul-
tural diversity. 

“[IBO] was a really great way 
to experience other cultures and 
meet other new people from 
around the world,” Tsao said. 
“I learned about all of the inter-
national cultures [of the people 
who] attended IBO.”

Tsao, a member of the nation-
ally recognized Warrior Science 
Olympiad team, prepared for 
Biology Olympiad with the aid 
of science teacher Kurt Wahl’s      
Advanced Placement (AP) Bi-
ology lectures as well as vari-
ous textbooks. In fact, content 
covered in Wahl’s rigorous AP 
Biology curriculum appeared 
on exams at the national and 
international levels of Biology          
Olympiad.

Tsao considers his extensive 
preparation and success at IBO as 
his first steps in pursuing a career 
in biological research.

“I had never been to IBO, [but] 
I was with past competitors who 
had done amazingly well [in] 
previous years’ [competitions],” 
Tsao said. “[After placing sec-
ond], I was elated. Everyone was 
congratulating me. It was excit-
ing, and I felt like I had achieved 
something really special. IBO 
was a really great chance to meet 
all of the other people and their 
aspirations, and I began to form 
what my own goals are.”

As the Warrior Biology Club 
president and IBO medalist, Tsao 
hopes to mentor other Warriors 
for future Biology Olympiad 
competitions.

“I feel more prepared to edu-
cate [students] about the process 
of testing, the knowledge and 
the little nuances about biology 
in general that would be helpful 
[in developing] their laboratory 

2 NEWS TROY HIGH ORACLE

Results of new AP Computer Science 
Principles exam exceed expectations

Exercising their technological 
finesse, Warriors excelled on the 
first-ever Advanced Placement  
Computer Science Principles 
(APCSP) exam last May.

Troy’s APCSP course replaces 
two semester-long introductory 
courses,  Fundamentals of Pro-
gramming (FOP) and Computer 
Logic and Algorithms (CLA). As 
a requirement for all Troy Tech 
(TT) freshmen, the class serves 
as a springboard for all TT pro-
gram pathways.

The exam was open to all stu-
dents in the TT computer science 
pathway. Over 300 Warriors took 
the APCSP test, 91 percent of 
whom passed.

Compared to the national pass 
rate of 74.6 percent, Troy’s statis-
tics for a freshman-level course 
is impressive, computer science 
teacher Michael Reid said.

Unlike its predecessors, FOP 
and CLA, the  class is designed 
to introduce students to a more 
diverse computer science curric-
ulum that includes programming, 
cybersecurity, internet structure, 
a l g o -
r i t h m s , 
big data 
and glob-
al impact. 
Accord-
ing to 
computer 
s c i e n c e 
t e a c h e r  
and De-
partment 
Chair Stephen Grack, the course 
is a survey class that exposes stu-
dents to many computer science 
concepts to promote interest in a 

specific area.
Altogether, the diversity of 

concepts within the class lays 
the foundation for specialization 
in different Troy Tech pathways, 
Grack said.

According to Reid, the exam 
results have alleviated teachers’ 
concerns about students’ readi-
ness for AP and International 
Baccalaureate computer science 

classes. 
T h i s 
n e w 
c o u r s e 
d e v e l -
ops a 
founda-
tion for 
h i g h e r 
l e v e l 
c o m -
p u t e r 

science curricula while honing 
fundamental skill sets, training 
freshmen to be more innovative 
and creative.

“The kids are actually bet-
ter off than they were [before],” 
Reid said. “[Because the class] is 
open-ended, they have to do more 
thinking on their own. They’re 
more willing to reach out and ex-
periment a little bit [now].”

As they learn more about stu-
dents’ response to the course cur-
riculum, the Computer Science 
Department is revising curricu-
lum to accommodate computer 
science students at all levels, 
Reid said. Additionally, because 
less than 60 percent of enrolled 
students chose to take the exam 
last year, teachers hope to in-
crease participation in the next 
APCSP exam while maintaining 
commendable Warrior perfor-
mance.

“We’re more confident in [the 
course],” Reid said. “We want 
to encourage more freshmen to 
sit for the exam and get college 
credit. It’s a tremendous opportu-
nity.”

NEW STAFF

Richere Breault
French teacher

Kyle Devlin
science teacher

 “[APCSP students] have to do 
more thinking on their own. 

They’re more willing to reach 
out and experiment a little bit.”

Michael Reid
computer science teacher

IDA KAZERANI

BOOK SMART: Sitting with the books that helped propel him 
to success, senior Alexander Tsao displays his gold medal. 

skills and future careers,” Tsao 
said.

The next Biology Olympiad 
open local exam will be admin-
istered in February 2018 on the 
Warrior   campus.

COURTESY OF ALEXANDER TSAO 

STAR-SPANGLED SCIENTISTS: Team USA members pose 
with the American flag after the competition’s award ceremony.

A self-professed terrible 
cook, Breault has taught 
people of all ages and 
hopes to strengthen her 
students’ comprehension 
and love of the French     
language.  

An instructor who has 
taught at high schools 
throughout Southern Cali-
fornia, Devlin looks for-
ward to seeing his students 
grow in their appreciation 
for chemistry. 

A Warrior alumnus who 
has taught in Nairobi, Ke-
nya, Eager enjoys main-
taining an aquaponic farm 
that gives him fresh fish 
and produce. 

Married to his elemen-
tary school sweetheart, 
Echaves aims to improve 
the Warror football pro-
gram while strenghten-
ing his students’ language 
skills in the clasroom.

A former special edu-
cation teacher, Llewellyn 
is looking forward to see 
Warriors at events such as 
College Night and Prom.

Caroline Llewellyn 
assistant principal

Mike Echaves
English teacher and 

football coach

Brian Eager
computer science 

teacher

By Malika Pandey
STAFF WRITER

Statistics reflect Warriors’ 
strong understanding of 
computer science in the in-
augural exam of the class.

PHOTOS BY ASHLEY BRANSON 
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Chromebook 
program has a 
promising start

STAFF EDITORIAL

The highly anticipated 
Chromebooks have finally 
been distributed to all War-
riors. Though the Chrome-
books still have complications, 
students and teachers alike 
seem to agree the Chrome-
books are an ultimately prom-
ising addition to our campus.   

First, the Chromebooks give 
students consistent access to 
Google applications such as 
Google Classroom, Google 
Drive and Google Docs. Ac-
cessibility alone has made it 
easier for students to view, 
complete and turn in assign-
ments. Notably, students in 
Mr. Gower’s and Mr. Kirk-
patrick’s classrooms report 
the Chromebooks allow them 
to focus more on learning be-
cause the lecture slides can be 
viewed online. The Chrome-
books’ unique combination of 
touchscreens and traditional 
keyboards allows students to 
effortlessly switch between 
different tasks such as note-
taking and watching videos. 

Furthermore, many teachers 
have fully embraced the con-
venient functions made avail-
able by the Chromebooks. 
Some teachers upload and col-
lect assignments entirely on 
Google Classroom. Moreover, 
instructors such as Mr. Platt 
and Mrs. Snipes now admin-
ister quizzes through Google 

Forms, which helps the grad-
ing process. GoGuardian also 
reassures teachers that stu-
dents stay on task while using 
Chromebooks. 

However, as with any new 
program, there are a few 
kinks that must be addressed 
in the coming months. For 
example, International Proto-
col addresses are blocked on 
Chromebooks, making it dif-
ficult for students to connect 
to and use printers at home. 
Some videos on EDpuzzle do 
not play properly on Chrome-
books while they work fine on 
other devices. Questionably, 
Facebook can be accessed 
through the Chromebooks 
although certain educational 
sources, such as Crash Course, 
are blocked. Though these is-
sues may seem minor, they 
sway students from wholly de-
pending on Chromebooks for 
their school needs. 

Overall, Chromebooks ex-
pedite the process of turning 
in, checking and grading as-
signments for both students 
and teachers, but issues with 
randomly blocked websites 
leave room for improvement. 
Regardless, the Chromebooks 
symbolize Troy’s continued 
commitment to integrate tech-
nology in education. Chrome-
books have found a home at 
Troy. 
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LUCY LEE & IRENE YOO

The Wizarding World of Troy: Welcome Back! by Lucy Lee

Sarahah provides 
accessible  platform 
for cyberbullying
By Sophie Byerly
STAFF WRITER 

What do others truly think of 
you? The app Sarahah may have 
an answer.

On July 17, Sarahah reached 
first place on the Apple App Store 
in the United States, surpassing 
social media staples Instagram 
and Facebook. The app, named 
after the Arabic word for honesty, 
allows individuals to create fo-
rums where their peers can anon-
ymously submit messages. Users 
can ad-
v e r t i s e 
t h e i r 
Sarahah 
page on 
s o c i a l 
m e d i a 
so oth-
ers can 
leave a 
comment about what they think 
of that user. However, contrary 
to its advertisement as a tool for 
self-development, Sarahah pro-
vides an all-too-easy platform 
for cyberbullying. In light of this 
risk, teens should think twice 
before entering an environment 
in which bullying may go unad-
dressed.

Despite origi-
nally intend-

ing to 
encour-

age honest responses, Sarahah’s 
anonymity feature removes ac-
countability. Messages are not 
visible to anyone but the recipi-
ent, so people can post without 
the concern of public scrutiny. 
Moreover, users cannot respond 
to specific messages because the 
commenters are unregistered. 
These measures enable peers 
to express feelings they would 
otherwise be reluctant to share, 
which can be as harmless as ad-
mitting a crush or as brutal as lev-
eling racial slurs at the user from 
a comfortable distance—bullies 
cannot be reported and can easily 
escape the consequences of their 

actions.
I n t e r -

estingly, 
S a r a h a h 
is not the 
first app 
encourag-
ing anon-
y m o u s 
judgment 

of peers. The popularity of simi-
lar services such as Yik Yak, Ask.
fm and Ogle shows a continuing 
trend: a dangerous obsession with 
anonymous message boards. Un-
fortunately, many of these Inter-
net sensations have devolved into 
breeding grounds for hate. For 
example, Yik Yak was banned 
from several schools before it 
was finally shut down in April 
due to complaints of harassment. 
Additionally, an Ogle user from 
Orange County was arrested last 
year after posting a school shoot-

ing threat. Due to its similar-
ity to these applications, 

Sarahah is also likely to 
facilitate bullying, ha-

rassment and 

threats.
Yet, what distinguishes Sarahah 

from its predecessors is that users 
voluntarily open themselves up to  
the possibility of unfiltered nega-
tive feedback by publicizing their 
profiles. This phenomenon is not 
necessarily the result of healthy 
open-mindedness to criticism, 
which the app originally intended 
to foster, but instead the appeal of 
social validation. Sarahah’s popu-
larity proves that even the risk of 
receiving hurtful comments may 
not subdue a desire for attention.

Although it is tempting to get 
feedback on one’s character, one 
should not restrict oneself to what 
others think. A person’s flaws and 
strengths are too complex to be 
simplified to a few messages, so 
students should always take their 
Sarahah results with a grain of 
salt.

Sarahah may be an alluring way 
to seek social validation. None-
theless, everyone who chooses to 
use the app should be aware that 
bullying could be right around the 
corner. Warriors should consider 
this risk before hopping on the 
Sarahah bandwagon.CARTOON BY 

LUCY LEE

“The app may be a means for 
users to bully from a comfortable 
distance—they cannot be reported 

and can easily escape the
 consequences of their actions.”

Sarahah Statistics: 
# of  users: 
15 million 

# of  monthly visitors:
130 million

Most popular in: 
USA

COURTESY OF 
EXPANDEDRAMBLINGS.COM

App Description:
“Get honest feedback 
from your coworkers 

and friends.”



How
4 OPINION TROY HIGH ORACLE

Following a Ku Klux Klan rally in 
Charlottesville, pictures of rioters rap-
idly circulated through social media. 
Immediately after they surfaced, people 
traced International Protocol addresses 
and illegally stalked profiles to ex-
pose the demonstrators. In the process, 
people with similar features and names 
were wrongly accused and verbally at-
tacked with hateful messages.

Social media and networking sites, 
such as Facebook and Twitter, have im-
pacted how we absorb and understand 
news. News of natural disasters and 
political issues propagates throughout 
social media before reaching traditional 
news outlets. Whether we realize it or 
not, social media platforms are undeni-
ably influencing our perceptions of the 
world.

First, breaking news is commonly 
found on social media before being 
broadcasted on television or publicized 
by newspapers. For example, the 2013 
Boston Marathon bombing occurred at 
11:48 a.m. EST, and the first report of 
it came via Twitter at 11:50 a.m. EST. 
However, the Boston Globe reported 
the incident nearly nine minutes later.

Moreover, the news we see on Face-
book, Twitter and Snapchat is tailored 
to our interests and opinions. Because 
our social media feeds are based on 
past likes and follows, they prevent us 
from having a holistic understanding of 
news. For instance, a social liberal is 
unlikely to follow Fox News on Twit-

By Faith-Carmen Le
STAFF WRITER

By Amy Weng
STAFF WRITER 

In 2005, only five percent of the Unit-
ed States population used social media. 
Today, that number has increased to 70 
percent. This widespread use of social 
media has impacted how Americans 
view the world around them, particular-
ly in terms of politics and social issues. 

By connecting people across the na-
tion, social media platforms such as 
Facebook and Twitter have woven on-
line conversation and offline action, 
strengthening social movements. For 
example, the Black Lives Matter move-
ment has significantly grown due to 
its established presence on social me-
dia. Since 2013, posts with the hashtag 
#BlackLivesMatter have appeared over 
11 million times. Social media platforms 
have helped such movements proliferate 
at unprecedented rates.

In addition, social media can promote 
voting. Previously, many individuals did 
not know how to register to vote through 
the mail. However, during the last elec-
tion cycle Facebook reminded users to 
register to vote and conveniently linked 
users to a voter registration website. 
According to Facebook’s Chief Operat-
ing Officer Sheryl Sandberg, Facebook 
helped more than two million users 
register to vote in 2016. Social media’s 
new role in encouraging participation in 
politics may be integral to the future of 
America’s democracy. 

Ironically, though it may encourage 
people to be more politically active, 
social media can also reinforce skewed 

views. For instance, Facebook algo-
rithms connect users with new pages 
based on posts they had liked. As a re-
sult, users tend to encounter pages sup-
porting their own political inclinations, 
rather than a variety of sources. Dubbed 
“echo chambers” by social science re-
searchers, this phenomenon causes us-
ers to congregate in polarized groups 
and share content with confirmation 
bias. If people remain sequestered in 
their own communities, social media 
cannot foster diversity in opinion and 
respectful, intellectual conversations.     

Most importantly, from Obama’s 
Facebook campaign in 2008 to Trump’s 
victory in the 2016 presidential elec-
tion, social media gained momentum as 
a powerful political tool. According to 
Trump’s digital director Brad Parscale, 
much of Trump’s victory can be at-
tributed to his Twitter and Facebook 
campaigns. Known for his impromptu 
tweets on controversial matters, Trump 
has appealed to the general public by 
playing the role of an entertainer. His 
massive social media following is un-
paralleled by that of any other politi-
cian; 37.8 million people see his an-
nouncements daily. Politicians should 
no longer take Twitter lightly and ought 
to use social media to effectively main-
tain direct communication with the 
public.

In our digital age, politics is deeply 
ingrained in our social media platforms. 
As the next voting generation, Warriors 
should not avoid politics on social me-
dia but rather learn to use the platforms 
for its benefits—as a valuable resource 
for political activism—while treading 
cautiously around the crass and preju-
diced posts that pollute it.

Snapshots of  
Social Media

Take a look at these influential moments from 
Facebook and Twitter. Do any seem familiar?

CARTOON BY LUCY LEE

ter, and a conservative would be unlikely 
to follow MSNBC or CNN. Because we 
are not exposed to a variety of sources, 
our perspectives are limited, leaving us 
either uninformed or misinformed.

Additionally, social media desensi-
tizes people to certain news because 
trivial reports are often found alongside 
more significant ones. For example, 
Snapchat presents collections of videos 
and pictures from media companies in-
cluding The New York Times, Buzzfeed 
and People Magazine. By placing both 
insignificant reports and critical events 
on the same social networking platform, 
people interpret these stories as being of 
equal consequence. Because we choose 
what to click on social media, we tend to 
select the more eye-catching topics such 
as juicy entertainment gossip. We scroll 
past the news articles on our feeds, or 
read only until we lose interest. The out-
come? We are left with only the partial 
truth.

As a result, some people make as-
sumptions based on the incomplete truth 
they see online, as seen in the Facebook 
altercations following the Charlottes-
ville riot. Although social media in-
creases transparency, the effects of such 
transparency can be harmful if citizens 
act without knowing the entire truth. 

Social media platforms now have an 
unprecedented impact on how we per-
sonally perceive news. Overall, we must 
always be aware that what we see on so-
cial media is usually just one perspec-
tive of the whole picture. Most impor-
tantly, as consumers of social media 
platforms, we should strive to research 
all sides of an issue as objectively as 
possible before jumping to hasty conclu-
sions.  	         

SOCIAL MEDIA
is changing 

NEWS POLITICS
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With more than 3.5 million 
Americans having some form of 
autism spectrum disorder (ASD), it is 
a mystery why we cannot find more au-
tistic characters on our favorite television 
shows. The new ABC series, “The Good 
Doctor,” (premiering on Sept. 25) aims to 
remedy this problem with its portrayal of 
an autistic protagonist.

Based on a Korean drama of the 
same name, “The Good Doctor” 
centers on Shaun Murphy, a young 
pediatric surgeon and autistic savant. His 
arrival to a prestigious hospital in San Jose 
inevitably elicits skepticism from his col-
leagues, but Murphy proves them wrong 
with his extraordinary medical gifts.  

Murphy’s prodigious abilities 
are tied to his savant syndrome, a 
condition exhibited by those with 
genius-level abilities in one specific 
subject matter and deficiencies in 
others. And though the young sur-
geon’s gift is meant to be awe- 
inspiring to viewers, this aspect of the 
show highlights the existing stereotypes of 
the autism community.

Hollywood too often depicts char-
acters with ASD in either minor 
supporting roles or protagonists modeled 
on antiquated stereotypes, such as 
savant syndrome. Similar to “The 

Good Doctor,” the 1988 movie 
“Rain Man” also features an autistic 
savant. The movie helped audiences 
understand the perspective of someone 
with autism, but its depiction of the 
condition also promoted the belief that 
all autistic people are savants and vice 
versa—despite the fact that savantism 
occurs only in approximately one in 10 
persons who have ASD.

Don’t get me wrong, “The Good 
Doctor” certainly seems well-made, 
with capable actors like Freddie High-
more (“Bates Motel”) and Richard 
Schiff (“The West Wing”). From the 
trailer, we see how Shaun perceives the 
world—an important point-of-view too 
often  neglected. The show, however, still 
has a neurotypical actor playing the autistic 
lead and uses savant syndrome to prove an 
autistic person’s worth.

Akin to the portrayal of savantism, As-
perger’s syndrome, a disorder that hinders 
a person’s ability to effectively socialize, 
is one of the most common types of ASD 
depicted on screen—and the most highly 

cliched. The media mis-
uses a highly variable dis-
order by associating it with 

any character who’s nerdy 
and socially awkward, or worse, as some-
one who is devoid of all emotion. Dr. Vir-
ginia Dixon from “Grey’s Anatomy” and 
Sugar Motta from “Glee” represent these 
stereotypes precisely. 

On the other hand, many creators 
are merely unwilling to shoulder the 
burden of diagnosing their characters with 
autism, rather than run the risk of being 
accused of perpetuating archaic stereo-
types. Fan favorite characters such as 
Sheldon from “Big Bang Theory” and 
Abed from “Community” were never 
explicitly diagnosed as having ASD, de-
spite clearly having symptoms of Ob-
sessive Compulsive Disorder and As-
perger’s syndrome, respectively. In 
addition,  traditional media has also shown 
a shortage in the portrayal of other types 
of ASD, as well as the representation of 
females and people of color with autism —
an issue that gives the impression that au-

tism is only notable  in white males. 
As Hollywood and other sources of me-

dia start to acknowledge their apparent lack 
of diversity, the accuracy of representation 
of autistic people continues to grow (“Ses-
ame Street,”  “Parenthood,” “Atypical,” 
etc.). These shows usually focus on not 
only how a person with autism navigates 
the world, but also how the people around 
them encourage and support their endeav-
ors.  

In spite of the media’s previous blunders 
in portraying autism, the creators of “The 
Good Doctor” are still bold enough to try. 
Yet, without a proper understanding of how 
to illustrate the thought processes and char-
acteristics of a neurodivergent person, it is 
clear that there is a long way to go before we 
can be blessed with a strong lead that 
accurately portrays ASD. “The Good 
Doctor” definitely has the potential 
to be a thought-provoking drama about 
autism. But if the creators don’t proceed 
with a great deal of caution, they may end 
up contributing to the problem they had 
originally set out to solve.

By Jois Talla, STAFF WRITER

Take a closer look at television and its often inaccurate representation of those with autism.

Try shouting your 
school stress away 
with this playlist of 
hard guitar riffs and 
banging drum beats!

Find comfort in the 
memories of yester-
year with the pop 
hits from your child-
hood.

Listen to this col-
lection of gorgeous 
instrumentals for 
those late night math 
assignments.

Here’s the soundtrack 
to your cafe studying 
sessions, along with 
some feelgood vocals 
to keep life light.

COURTESY OF KBS

THE BEST 
D O C T O R S : 
The leads from 
both dramas take 
on the stereo-
types that have 
plagued autism 
in the media.

COURTESY OF JUST JARED
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While other high school students were relaxing on sunny Californian beaches, seniors Jared Flores, Koichi Takara, Lana Kamel and Helen Wang decided to 
challenge geographical and language barriers for their Troy Tech Internships, creating lasting impressions on both sides of the world. 

A team of expertly trained 
men and women, scroll-
ing through endless lines of 
code. A nervous young man 
enters the scene, heart ham-
mering, hands shaking. He 
looks down. The man sitting 
before him wears flip-flops. 

This is the scene that greet-
ed senior Jared Flores when 
he first stepped into AMST, 
an Austrian firm specializing 
in aerospace and civil avia-
tion. But over the course of 
four weeks, Flores would 
find that behind his pleas-
ant workspace lurked a moral 
dilemma that would plague 
both his thoughts and work.

It was hard not to love the 
freedom of the company based 

in Ranshofen; a combined tem-
porary layout and relaxed sched-
ule made for a seemingly perfect 
environment. Until it wasn’t.

It was a pivotal moment in 
his internship when Flores re-
ceived the assignment to devel-
op code for a joystick. That in 
itself wasn’t ground-breaking. 
What concerned him was the 
discovery that his code would 
be used to train pilots for battle.

“I’m working for the Austrian 
government, so I know that this 
is going to be used to train pilots 
who aren’t necessarily on our 
side at all times,” Flores said. “I’d 
definitely feel guilty if lives were 
at risk for something I made.”

Of course, he was aware of 
the similar predicaments that 
organizations such as the Na-
tional Security Agency faced 

on a nearly everyday basis. But for 
the first time in his programming 
career, Flores was facing a moral 
dilemma of potentially dictating the 
power of life and death. Only after 
much contemplating did he real-
ize that though the joystick would 
be used to train pilots, it could also 
serve beneficial purposes. One such 
purpose involves the human cen-
trifuge, a tool used to prepare avia-
tors and astronauts to experience vi-
cariously high levels of acceleration. 

Flores told himself that his 
code, like any creation, may be 
used for purposes beyond his con-
trol. He just had to trust that the 
benefits would outweigh them. 

“[Coding] is a double-edged 
sword,” Flores said. “Something 
can always be used for good or 
bad. The point is to design it in a 
way that would minimize this risk.”

“We’re here to put a dent in the uni-
verse. Otherwise, why even be here?”

These influential words spoken 
by the late Steve Jobs echoed in se-
nior Koichi Takara’s mind as he 
made his way across the Pacific. 
It was there that he interned at the 
volunteer-based nonprofit Hands 
On Tokyo. What, or rather who, he 
found in Japan made him realize 
that he didn’t always have to be the 
man in charge to make a difference.

While Takara had been contacted 
by the organization originally for his 
robotics knowledge, over the course 
of four weeks, he would race solar-
powered cars with institutionalized 
children, introduce robotics to the 
blind and dance with the elderly. A 
man on a mission, Takara became one 
of many volunteers driven to help oth-
ers. Within every child and elder he 

worked with, he saw a light that 
shined far brighter than 
anything which can 
be found in 
a machine. 

“I think 
they saw 
t h e i r 
o w n 
poten-
tial and 
r e a l -
i z e d 
w h a t 
they are 
c a p a b l e 
of mak-
ing,” Takara 
said. “They 
changed my per-
spective as well.”

Although Ta-

kara played the role of teacher, his 
students weren’t the only 

ones learning valu-
able lessons. 
While introduc-

ing the basics 
of robotics 
to blind 
chi ldren , 
Takara re-
alized he 
c o u l d n ’ t 
use tra-
d i t i o n a l 

m e t h o d s 
of teaching. 

Instead, he 

raised awareness of their surround-
ings and stimulated their senses of 
touch and sound, letting them touch 
the gears of the finished robots and 
hear audios of motors. In the process, 
he learned to enjoy being patient with 
them, making sure every child had the 
chance to experience each sensation.  
When children began to ask when he 
would come visit again, Takara knew 
he had made a lasting impression. 

“Working with Hands On Tokyo 
made me realize that even though I’m 
not the one taking charge, I was still 
able to change lives,” Takara said.

He had found a way to 
make his dent in the universe. 

public static boolean outOfCountry(Comparable [] AMST)
{
	 for( int j = 0; j < ared;  compareTroy( arr[ j + 1 ] ) > 0 )

}

Captured within the com-
puter frame, images of life-like 
European models and exquisite 
Japanese architecture constitut-
ed a mosaic of colors. Though 
enclosed in her workspace, 
senior Helen Wang had the 
whole world at her fingertips. 

Hopping off the plane and 
jumping onto the bus, Wang 
familiarized herself with the 
bustling streets of Beijing, 
China. Upon her arrival, she 
was greeted by bold words that 
read Vision Magazine. A visual 
showcase of exuberant fashion, 
cultural trends and art, Vision 
Magazine brings international 
trends right into the hands of 
its readers. As a design intern 
working on promotional post-
ers and mobile web pages, Wang 

got an inside scoop on China’s 
evolving mindset through un-
conventional magazine layouts.

As Wang flipped through the 
pages of the magazine, she was 
enamored by their boldness.  
The magazine incorporated for-
eign contemporary styles by 
embellishing its articles with 
big, bold, bright texts. With 
this eye-catching format, Vision 
Magazine strayed away from 
the more minimalistic concept 
of the conventional magazine 
and attracted proactive youths. 

Besides styling purposes, the 
rainbow colors also reflected 
China’s involvement in cur-
rent issues such as the LGBT 
movement. Contrary to popular 
stereotypes of the China me-
dia being strongly censored, 

Wang found a positive outlook 
on the controversial issue that 
revealed China’s adoption of 
the open-minded views abroad. 

“There is less of a cultural dif-
ference between America and 
China because China is grow-
ing more liberal,” Wang said.

Though she traveled to a for-
eign country, the bridge in tradi-
tional cultural differences made 
it feel as if she had never left 
home. If anything, the ambiance 
of the office at Vision Magazine 
reminded Wang of the Yearbook 
room. Wang’s vision of the global 
village really went off the page.

“[The team] didn’t seem 
that different from American 
postgraduates,” Wang said. 
“Everyone was really open, 
friendly and accommodating.” 

By Jenny Tran, STAFF WRITER 

By Charlisse Clark, STAFF WRITER By Charlisse Clark, STAFF WRITER 

GLOBAL VISION: Senior Helen Wang 
(second from left) and her design editors 
proudly display the newest edition of Vision 
Magazine. 

HANDS ON EXPERIENCE: Senior Koichi 
Takara (left), his project leader and fellow senior 
Drake Wongtosarat (right) participate in the Motor 
Development Program. 

K ichi
T A K A R A

ETHICAL CODE: During his internship, 
senior Jared Flores learned about the mor-
al concerns of a computer programmer. 

COURTESY OF  JARED FLORES

Some walked away, others 
stood by and watched, but se-
nior Lana Kamel was the one to 
lend a helping hand in a crisis. 

When Kamel shadowed her men-
tors at the Children’s Cancer Center 
of Lebanon, rhythmic beeps from 
heart monitors kept pace with her 
echoing footsteps. Seeing patients lie 
helplessly on their beds, Kamel felt a 
surge of desire in her heart to alleviate 
their suffering. After one month, that 
yearning only increased. It was truly 
an eye-opening experience for Kamel 
to directly interact with the patients, 
a chance she would never get here 
in the United States. When she vol-
unteered at St. Jude Medical Center 
here in Fullerton, Kamel was not al-
lowed to touch the sheets, much less 

the patients. Hospitals in  
the U.S. have strict 
pol ic ies 
d i c t a t -
ing the 
actions of 
u n d e r a g e 
volunteers, 
putting li-
ability be-
fore any-
thing else. 
H o w e v e r, 
in Lebanon, 
the patients’ 
needs were 
p r i o r i t y , 
which al-
l o w e d 
Kamel to 

openly assist those who 
were less fortu-

n a t e .
Ka-

m e l 
r e c a l l s 
in par-
ticular a 
s p e e c h 
impaired 
girl who  
l o o k e d 
to her 
for help 
through 
s i m p l e 
g e s -
t u r e s 
such as 
p o i n t -

ing to toys or holding hands. With 
her actions speaking louder than 
words, the duo seemed to form a mu-
tual understanding through silence. 
Even the doctors noticed their bonds. 

Though she had only spent a month 
at the center, Kamel left a lasting 
impression on the patients she had 
engaged with. Through small interac-
tions, she was able to bring them one 
step closer to their recovery. As she 
stepped out of the hospital, she envi-
sioned her future self as a hero, wear-
ing not the extravagance of a cape, 
but the humility of a white lab coat. 

“I feel bad because people are 
in the situation where they can’t do 
anything about it,” Kamel said. “But 
knowing that I can be a part of making 
[a patient’s] life better is important.”

By Jenny Tran, STAFF WRITER 

UNCONVENTIONAL HERO: Senior Lana 
Kamel helped save lives this summer at the 
Children’s Cancer Center of Lebanon. 

COURTESY OF  LANA  KAMEL

COURTESY OF  HELEN WANG

COURTESY OF  KOICHI TAKARA
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If you find yourself fighting relentless daytime drowsiness and poor daily performance,  we’ve got good news for you: there’s a quick 
fix. Take a page out of the avian book and learn why you should channel the early bird.

By Angelica Mae Sano, STAFF WRITER, and cartoons by Lucy Lee, CARTOON EDITOR, and Irene Yoo, CARTOON

Picture this. Your alarm clock goes off, and you don’t feel tired. Refreshed 
and animated, you tackle those to-do’s on your list and still make it to bed on 
time. Early risers, you know what I’m talking about. The thought of more 
“me time” is exhilarating enough, but to actually have it?  For most of us, 
time is a luxury all too rare these days. Saying goodbye to that haphaz-
ard sleep schedule may open the doors to the joys of sleeping and wak-
ing early. Truly, rising earlier can completely transform a stressful lifestyle. 
With extra time to yourself, you will find that the possibilities are endless: 
you can go on a morning jog, read that book gathering dust on your shelf 
or even catch up on that new Netflix series everybody’s been talking about.

Bloodshot eyes, forehead acne, a string of C’s—is there a common cause? Yes, lack 
of sleep. If this sounds like you, don’t worry; you’re not alone. According to the 
National Sleep Foundation, 45 percent of high school students get fewer than 
eight hours of sleep per night. Thinking of pulling an all-nighter for that huge 
biology exam? Don’t bother. You need sleep to absorb information, so a late 
study session will only make you groggy during the test. And sleeping in on 
the weekends won’t solve anything. Staying in bed for half of the day won’t 
balance out the four hours of sleep you typically get on a school night. Really, 

the only way to cure your fatigue is by maintaining a consistent sleep schedule.

	 Want to know the secret to becoming an early riser? Sleep early and sleep bet-
ter. Sure, it won’t happen overnight, but it may if you put your phone down. 
In this newly digitalized world, that cracked screen of yours is the num-
ber one obstacle between you and your beauty sleep. Still struggling to 
relax? Try keeping a sleep journal. It can help you plan out your day and 
improve daily sleeping habits. Also, make sure to avoid caffeinated bev-
erages like coffee and soda right before bed. And, of course, don’t pro-
crastinate on homework. While this is all easier said than done, just give 
it a go. These techniques can help you achieve better health, more sleep 
and an earlier bedtime. Be that early bird—wake up to a better way of living!

You’re probably grumbling at the thought of waking up early, but don’t knock it 
till you’ve tried it. Sooner or later, you may find that you’ve learned to refrain 

from double-tapping pictures on Instagram for the “last time” and instead would 
rather rest your head on your pillow and drift off to sleep. You may finally get 
to sample that trend you’ve been wanting to try. Who knows—maybe you’ll 
finally perfect winged eyeliner or find a matching pair of socks for once. 
Unlike late sleepers who skip or skimp on breakfast, you could prepare a 
wholesome, delicious meal that boosts your energy for the whole day. With 
more energy, you’ll perk up, primed to participate in school and earn high 

grades. Read the news, study your vocab, save your Snapchat streaks—what-
ever you wish you could do more during the week can now be done in the morning.
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Out of over 100 clubs on campus, which one is the perfect match for you? 

Compiled by Ashley Fan & Hannah Ro, EDITORS-IN-CHIEF
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1

1
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2

2222
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START HERE

Which do you prefer?
1. Competition

2. Collaboration

Which do you prefer?
1. STEM

2. Humanities

Which do you prefer?
1. Medicine

2. Engineering

Which do you prefer?
1. Public Speaking

2. Business

Which do you prefer?
1. Creativity
2. Activity

Which do you prefer?
1. Writing
2. Art

Which do you prefer?
1. DANCE
2. MUSIC

HOSA

Thurs. 
room 908

Robotics

 tues. 
room 425  

Speech &
Debate

Wed. 
lecture 
hall

FBLA

tues.
lecture 
hall

Journal-
ism CLub

Mon. 
room 315

Art Club

Wed. 
room 412

PSST

Thurs. 
room 417

Echo

Thurs. 
room 403



swept the game with their pow-
erful serves and blazing returns, 
exploiting the Royals’ faltering 
play and shredding defense with 
sharp cross-court strokes. Assis-
tant captain Kaylee Kang’s ag-
gressive responses to her oppo-
nent’s serves won the first set 6-0. 
Assistant captain Anna Tifrea’s 
rapid serves easily penetrated her 
opponent’s defenses, earning a 
second 6-0 set win. Junior Julian-

Showcasing their strengthened 
team cooperation, the Warrior 
girls tennis team routed the Ro-
sary Royals 65-29 Aug. 31.

The Warriors’ singles lineup 

na Sabile racked up another flaw-
less victory with backhands that 
quickly depleted her opponent’s 
stamina.

Mixing risky and cautious 
styles of play, the doubles lineup 
trampled their opposition. Cap-
tain Hannah Kim and sophomore 
Shannon White skillfully lobbed 
moonballs, and followed up with 
crushing overheads to win a per-
fect set. Snatching a 6-3 victory, 

Warrior tennis trounces Rosary 65-29
The Lady Warrior tennis 
team outlasted the Royals 
in the scorching heat.

By Jason Choi
STAFF WRITER

BARRELLING BACKHAND: Senior Anna Tifrea winds up for a ferocious backhand return to 
sweep her set, without ceding a single game.

ASHLEY BRANSON
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sophomore-junior duo Julia Hs-
ing and Sophia Hetts crushed 
opponents with daring play, oc-
casionally gambling on risky re-
turns that grazed the top of the 
net. After arduous, tense vollies, 
junior Karin Sherb and sopho-
more Shaylee Gill ceded a close 
4-6 set to Rosary. Nonetheless, 
the phenomenal performance 
from the Lady Warriors merited 
them an indisputable 65-29 vic-
tory.

The solid play and smooth 
team cooperation facilitating the 
Warrior victory was attributable 
to summer drills, coach Ali Arre-
dondo said. 

“I [expected] to do well to-
day because of all those hours 
we spent practicing,” Arredondo 
said. “Those practices ensured the 
girls [hit] most of the basic shots.  
The doubles [pairs] had time to 
get used to one another and adapt 
their game play accordingly.”  

Hours spent drilling in the sum-
mer heat allowed the team to bond 
and synergy to gel, Kang said. 

“Everyone’s getting along real-
ly well,” she said. “Players [had] 
enough time to work together and 
become friends. With more time, 
I believe our doubles game will 
advance further.”  

Pre-season practices have dis-
solved nervousness and individu-
alism, Kim said.  

“Throughout the summer, we 
got a lot time to get to know each 
other. We also had a varsity hang-

out that helped everyone grow 
less formal and wary of each 
other.”  

While players have top-notch 
synergy, they still need to rein-
force foundational skills, Kang 
said.

“I saw a lot of little mistakes 
that could have been easily pre-
vented through practice,” Kang 
said. “Our serves need work, and 
some players [made] missteps, 
which lost them points. Frequent 
drilling is the key to fixing these 
errors. We can work on our serves 
through [repetition]. For foot-
work, drills like the star drill, 
which emphasizes quick foot-
work, help.”

A grasp of essential techniques 
will make the team more compet-
itive, Arredondo said.

“I did see problems with the 
serves and a few situations where 
volleys were used inefficiently. 
A solid foundation in basic skills 
will contribute more than master-
ing a few fancy techniques.”

Nevertheless, these minor er-
rors can be easily resolved in an-
ticipation of a victorious season, 
Kang said.

“Once all the basic mistakes 
get fixed, I’m really looking for-
ward to crushing our opposition,” 
Kang said. “Our team is already 
very strong, and I don’t fore-
see any problems between team 
members. This game is just the 
beginning; I believe that this sea-
son will go fantastically well.”  

10/31/17

BACK TO

SCHOOL
SPECIAL
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Freshman golfer Kamille Dimayuga 
wins nationally recognized tournament

The recipe for the girls golf 
team’s newest ace? A perennial 
smile, a chipper attitude and an 
unquenchable drive for success.

Bursting onto the high school 
golf scene, freshman Kamille 
Dimayuga captured an American 

Junior Golf Association (AJGA) 
championship title at Morongo 
Golf Club with a three-day score 
of 68-71-72 July 24-27. 

Ever since her older brother 
placed an iron in her hands four 
years ago, Dimayuga has been in 
love with golf. Home schooling 
liberated her from a strict tradi-
tional school schedule, granting 
her ample time to hone her golf 
game. Dimayuga teed off her ca-
reer at the Southern California 
Professional Golf Association 
(SCPGA) Junior Tours, claim-

ing her first win at the Willowick 
Spring Classic Mar. 13, 2013. 
Since then, the rising golf virtu-
oso has claimed 24 more SCPGA 
championship titles, including the 
Toyota Tour Cup at Industry Hills 
Golf Club this summer.

“My older brother took me 
[golfing] one day, and I just got 
hooked,” Dimayuga said. “Over 
summer, I would practice from 7 
a.m. to 7 p.m. I’d stay at the golf 
course all day. I [also] took les-
sons every week to help with my 
mentality under pressure.”

Dimayuga’s intense practice re-
gime, coupled with the occasional 
private lesson, shaped her into a 
formidable golfer. She frequently 
enters regional and national tour-
naments, rarely walking away 
empty-handed.

“Last month at Morongo I shot 
five under for my first AJGA 
win,” Dimayuga said. “I just re-
cently won my first Toyota Tour 
Cup title three weeks ago, right 
before school started.”

Medals layered around her 
neck and trophies stacked in her 
arms, Dimayuga enrolled in Troy 
High School, a public school, to 
fulfill National College Athletic 
Association requirements. The 
brilliant golfer quickly secured a 
slot on varsity, succeeding 2017 
graduate Beth Lillie as the team’s 
ace. Out of her five team matches 
so far, Dimayuga has claimed 
four medalist titles for an average 
score of one under par. 

Despite her exceptional debut 
on the team center stage, Dima-
yuga’s transition into high school 
has not been completely effort-

less. A course load of six class-
es has cut her 12-hour practice 
schedule down to only two hours. 

“I [am] just getting used to 
school starting, because I was 
home schooled before,” Dimayu-
ga said. “The first week was pret-
ty tough, but I created a schedule 
of finishing as much homework 
as I can in school. Whatever I 
don’t finish, I do after school, and 
then golf all night.”

Dimayuga’s matches 
against top-tier oppo-
nents have proven 
her mettle and grit. 
Even in a high-
pressure match 
against Troy’s 
rival team, the 
Walnut Mus-
tangs, she led 
the Warriors 
with her 
i m p r e s s i v e 
score of one 
under par. Her 
consistent low scores and el-
evated technique can be attribut-
ed to her calm under pressure.

“Before a competition I just 
know that I’ve got everyone 
under my feet,” Dimayuga 
said. “Physically, I sleep 
early [and] get rest.”

When asked about her 
advice to younger athletes, 
Dimayuga replied, “It may 
sound cheesy, but just be-
lieve you can, [and] with 
hard work you can do 
it.”

But for Dimayuga, 
hard work isn’t her 
only anchor for 

FORE! Freshman Kamille Di-
mayuga shows off her per-

fected follow through, 
meeting the hole’s green 

regulation.

PHOTO BY
MICHAEL 

ZHANG

Welcome Dimayuga, the 
girls golf team’s latest 
standout.

By Joshua Kim
SPORTS EDITOR
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PUTTING IN EFFORT: Crouching to judge the lie of her putt, 
Dimayuga strategizes for a par-play round.

MICHAEL ZHANG

PHOEBE UMTU-AN NGUYEN

success. 
“My mom is my inspiration be-

cause she was recently diagnosed 
with [chronic inflammatory de-
myelinating polyneuropathy], 
and her medication is really ex-
pensive. One day when I become 
a professional golfer, I hope to 
afford my mom’s medication so 
that she can get better.”

Handicap: +2.8

# of SCPGA 1st 
place finishes: 25

Home course:
La Mirada

Club of 
choice: 
putter

Season 
average: -1

Warrior to Watch
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